222. ADDRESS1 TO ABDUL KADIR
DURBAN,
[February 28, 1906]
We the members of the Natal Indian Congress cannot allow the occa-
sion of your impending departure for India to pass without placing on
record our sense of regard for the work you have done during your
presidency of the Congress for the Indian community.
You succeeded a President, who, by his energy, had done a great
deal of work for the Congress, and we have no hesitation in saying that
the mantle fell worthily on your shoulders. You have contributed not a
little to the financial stability which the Congress at present enjoys.
During your presidency we have fought many a political battle, and
we have found you always a willing leader amidst all the troubles. You
have presided over the deliberation[s] of the Congress nieetingfs] always
with tact and-prudence, and you have always responded, in your capa-
city as leader of the community, to the many calls on your purse.
As you are now going to India to enjoy well-earned rest, we wish
you and yours may have a happy and successful sojourn in the land of
our birth. And we hope that you will soon be amongst us again and
resume your work for the good of our community.
Mm Opinion, 3-3-1906
223. SPEECH AT FAREWELL TO ABDUL KADIR
The following is a report of Gandhijfs speech made after the address had
been presented to Abdul Kadir:
DURBAN,
[February 28, 1906]
Mr. M. K. Gandhi addressed the meeting first in English and after-
wards in Gujarati. He referred to Mr. Abdul Kadir as a man who
had done a great deal for the Indian community in Natal. He had, per-
haps, a better knowledge of Mr. Abdul Kadir in political affairs than
many of those present that evening. The presidency of the Congress had
previously been held by men of worth and ability, who had done excel-
lent work for the community, and it was no easy matter to follow in
such footsteps, but he had no hesitation in saying that the mantle had
fallen on worthy shoulders. Mr. Abdul Kadir had worked hard to place
1 The address, which was enclosed in a silver casket, was read out by Adaraji Miankhan
at a meeting of tlie Natal Indian Congress, held to bid farewell to the retiring President on
the eve of his departure for India, A similar address was presented to him on behalf of the
Higher Grade Indian School, Durban.